A major new study of the theory and practice of warfare in the twentieth and twentyfirst centuries. Using relevant examples from recent history, this book provides a complete introduction to the issues, ideas, concepts, context and vocabulary of modern warfare. The expert team of authors explores the conduct of war across land, sea, air and space, in addition to addressing key issues relating to contemporary strategy, weapons of mass destruction and irregular warfare, including insurgency, terrorism and civil war. They provide an incisive and structured grounding in military theory and argue for the importance of understanding warfare within the joint (interservice) context and as an evolutionary rather than a revolutionary phenomenon. By providing the tools required to truly understand contemporary military doctrine this accessible survey will be an invaluable resource for any student of military history or international relations, as well as for military professionals. Europe, 1943Europe, -45 (2004. It furthers the University's mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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PREFACE
This is a book about warfare. It focuses on the conduct of war in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. It is designed to be read by anyone with an interest in the subject, and the reader requires no specialist prior knowledge. Indeed, the book has its origins in an unsuccessful search by the authors to find a source that could provide an authoritative yet accessible introduction to the theory and practice of modern warfare. There are numerous good books devoted to an examination of aspects of modern warfare, and even more that address its history over the centuries. Despite this, we found none that offered the reader, in a single volume of manageable proportions, a thorough grounding in the critical issues, ideas, concepts and vocabulary necessary to develop and articulate an understanding of the conduct of war in its various forms and in its different operating environments. Understanding Modern Warfare is intended to fill this gap and has been written accordingly. In addition to providing a general introduction to the subject, however, it also addresses concepts and issues that are important to those seeking to develop a sophisticated understanding of the complexities of modern warfare. Therefore, as well as the general reader, the book is intended to be of value to students of war studies, military history and related subjects, and also to military professionals. The latter may include enlisted personnel and officer cadets embarking on their careers through to more senior personnel undertaking staff courses and their equivalent at a later stage. Whichever category the reader falls into, we hope that this book will do what it claims on the front cover and help them to develop and refine their understanding of modern warfare. Tragically, one need only tune into the evening news on any major television or radio station to recognise that such an understanding is likely to remain as important today and in the future as it was in the past.
The contributors to this book have all benefited from experience in teaching students at civilian universities and military establishments. We owe these students, uniformed or otherwise, a debt of gratitude for the stimulus and challenge that they have provided over the years. Exposure to their different ideas and innumerable questions has forced each of us individually to explain and defend our views and opinions many times over. This book is therefore partly a result of such debates and, hopefully, will provoke and inform many more in the future. An additional debt is owed to our colleagues in the various departments and institutions in which we work. They are too numerous to mention individually but, without their
